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invaders. The Byzantine counter-thrust, led by the Emperor
Romanus IV Diogenes in person, ended in the disastrous
battle of Manzikert (1071)—one of the blackest days in the
long history of Byzantium. Despite the capture of the
Emperor and the annihilation of his troops, all was not yet
lost; but the disorganized government at Constantinople
failed to initiate any effective resistance. Asia Minor was
rapidly overrun, and by 1081 the Turks ruled from the
Euphrates to the Sea of Marmora, where Nicaea became the
first capital of the Seljuk sultanate of Anatolia.
Once more the Asiatic conqueror faced Constantinople
across the narrow waters, and once more the Roman Empire
found its saviour. Alexius Comnenus, member of one of the
most powerful families in Asia Minor, was proclaimed
Emperor by the military aristocracy, and inaugurated the
brilliant dynasty which preserved the fortunes of East Rome
for what must in truth be called the final century of her
imperial existence.
VIII
The stage was now set for the last act, and the reign of
Alexius Comnenus (1081—1118) revealed the main lines of
its development. It marked the victory of the great land-
owners over the civil servants of the capital—a victory
of the forces held in check for so long by a succession of
strong emperors. Its opening years witnessed the attack of
Robert Guiscard the Norman on Durazzo, the fortress which
guarded the western end of the Via Egnatia, the great Roman
road leading from the Adriatic to Constantinople. This has
been called a prelude to the Crusades., and it helps to explain
the Byzantine attitude to the Crusaders, of whom the
Normans formed a prominent part. The attack was defeated,
with help from the Venetian fleet; Venice could not afford to
see the mouth of the Adriatic occupied on both sides by the
Normans. But the price paid by the Roman Empire was the
opening of all ports to Venetian shipping, and freedom for
Venetian commerce from the dues which contributed so
greatly to Byzantine revenues. This concession made mani-
fest the fatal error of Byzantine trading policy. In later
centuries the Empire for overseas trade, both export and

